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lotus designs have also come to light. There is a beautifully moulded small figure of Nandi, in squatting
posture. Mention may be made of a stone plaque of Mother Goddess in a squatting posture, with
out-stretched legs covered with cloth. She has prominent breasts and there is a lotus in place of
the head. She holds a lingaon panavattainiht raised light hand and the head of a lion in the left.
A figure of Jfandi on the right side below the linga and a human figure with legs fixed backwards are
depicted on the right and the left side of the goddess respectively. Similar figures found
elsewhere have been identified as Sree Lakshmi in view of the lotus over the head.

Mention may be made of an earthen ware pot with a globular profile, narrow neck and an out-
curved rim. The body of the pot is decorated with 7 snakes encircling it. Five human like figures are
found over the shoulders of the pot. All the figures are females with demonical features. The lid over
the pot is topped by a male figure, squatting on a lotus pedestal, with legs flexed and resting over the
pedestal. The contents of the pot were examined but nothing was detected. The pot was found at the
north-western corner of the antarala. In all probability the pot may represent a garbhapatra which is
intended to be consecrated at the time of raising the sikkara vimana of the shrine. In the psst it is a
common practice to instal the garbkapatra slightly below the vimana and at the base of the stupi
column. The vessel usually made of copper, tightly sealed with a lid containing various seeds, and
precious metals, etc., had also an yantra incised over copper or a golden sheet.

The snakes found over the garbhapatra may be the retinue of the celestial serpents, Vasuki and
Argala. The five weird figures might be symbolic of the five elements of the universe, viz., the ether,
water, light, fire and sky. The seated male human figure over the lid may represent the Vastotpathi. As such
the pot is a symbolic representation of the mother earth impregnated with foodgrains, minerals and
precious gems etc., guarded by nagas.

Hullikallu

Hullikallu or Pulikallu is 10 km. away from Kalyandurg, a taluk headquarters in Anantapur
District in A. P. It lies on the road from Kalyandurg to Bellary.

The approach road to the village lies across a pass between two granatoid hillocks by name
Mallappakonda and Chinnikonda. At the entrance to the pass and adjacent to the road is a mound,
consisting of big nodules of vitrified ash, sometimes powdery, rising to a height of 3 to 4 m. from the plains
The nodules vary from greenish to yellow colour and are fused to a glossy surface due to the effect
of intense heat.

Six trenches have been sunk in the mound in the east-west direction. The ash, as noticed in
the vertical section appears to have been deposited layer after layer, some of which appear like fissured
earth. The ash was deposited over the mound in a gradual process. In the lower levels, ash is not
much solidified. At a depth of 1 n*. from tha surface, it becomes uniform and powdery. The nodules
were highly fused and became hard. In some trenches the deposit was as thick as 1.60 m. and it appears
that these deposits were made in two periods.

Another trench was excavated in the north-south direction across the ash mound which extended
to a length of 36 m. and a breadth of 3 m. The trench was extended towards the east to a length of 6 m. It
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